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WFP has always
engaged in partnerships
in its operations, but in

recent years the
number and quality of

those partnerships have
increased exponentially.

WFP’s broad range of
partners includes United

Nations organizations,
governments, and

international and local
non-governmental
organizations. This
publication details

WFP’s work with UN
and inter-governmental

organizations. WORLD BANK

- In 2005, the organizations collaborated in
17 countries on 26 projects. Major areas of
collaboration were HIV/AIDS, primary schools,
and mother and child health and nutrition. There
has been a significant increase in cooperation
as a result of reciprocal posting of staff in Rome
and Washington. 

- Both agencies helped to design the index for the
world’s first humanitarian insurance pilot project,
designed to protect Ethiopia from the potential
impact of a catastrophic drought. 

- Strong cooperative growth is likely in post-
conflict and post-emergency countries, as both
organizations seek to develop an approach that
couples the objectives of a more efficient food
system with those of a sustainable social
assistance strategy. 

- Cooperation at the operational and conceptual
levels could increase rapidly as both
organizations recognize each other’s strategic
guidelines for poverty reduction. 

- The World Bank has helped develop WFP’s
social safety net strategy. 

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

(ICRC)
- In 2005, there was collaboration on 18 projects

in 14 countries, mainly in relief food and
technical assistance, advocacy, assessment
and preparedness activities. 

- Last year, WFP and ICRC implemented the
agreement signed in 2004, sharing assessment
information and carrying out joint assessments.
The procedure for loaning commodities –
which is often vital to both organizations’ ability
to respond to emergencies or breaks in food
supply – was also clarified. 

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF RED CROSS

AND RED CRESCENT SOCIETY (IFRC)
- In 2005, the organizations collaborated on

11 projects in nine countries mainly on relief
food assistance, HIV/AIDS, mother and child
health and nutrition, and food for work activities.

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF MIGRATION

(IOM)
- In 2005, WFP collaborated with IOM on

21 projects in 16 countries. The major areas
of cooperation were in resettlement and relief
food assistance, transportation and technical
assistance.



FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION (FAO)
- In 2005, WFP and FAO collaborated in 53 countries

on 87 projects. 
- Major areas of collaboration included the

promotion of agricultural and crop production
(41 projects), food for education and joint
assessments. 

- In post-emergency situations, when FAO provides
seeds and tools, WFP often assists in transporting
the items, as well as providing food aid to ensure
that beneficiaries do not eat the valuable seeds. 

UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR

REFUGEES (UNHCR) 
- In 2005, WFP and UNHCR collaborated to assist

over two million refugees and returnees in
32 countries. Major areas of collaboration were
in relief food assistance (43 projects), joint
assessment and re-settlement activities. 

- A significant development in the agencies’
cooperation was a pilot project in which WFP
assumed the cost and responsibility for the final
distribution of basic food rations in five refugee

operations – in Kenya, Pakistan, Sierra Leone,
Uganda, and Zambia – for an initial period of
two months. 

- Joint assessment missions to determine the food
and related needs of refugees have been an
integral part of joint operations since 1994.
In 2004, this common experience was formalized
into common joint assessment guidelines, such as
for new emergencies and refugee influxes,
in-depth assessments of self-reliance, preparation
for repatriation and reintegration, monitoring
and school feeding. 

INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR AGRICULTURAL

DEVELOPMENT (IFAD)
- In 2005, WFP and IFAD cooperated on nine

projects in eight countries. 
- Major areas of collaboration included the

promotion of agricultural production, land and
water development, and road development. 

- WFP provided food aid to communities
benefiting from IFAD micro-credit schemes to
improve infrastructure or learn the skills needed
to successfully launch an income-generating
activity. The organizations also collaborated in
disaster recovery, providing communities with
opportunities for sustainable development
and help to resist future shocks. 

UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN’S FUND

(UNICEF)
- UNICEF is a natural partner for WFP in fighting

child hunger, as well as in education, nutrition,
HIV/AIDS and emergency relief. 

- In 2005, the agencies collaborated on
138 projects in 68 countries. Main areas of
collaboration were in food for education,
mother and child health and nutrition,
and technical assistance. 

At the end of 2005, a number of UN agencies helped some 4,000 Dinka tribespeople return home, after
they were displaced from the Bor area in 1991 when fighting broke out. UNHCR helped to create

way-stations for the migrants. At each station, WFP supplied food, FAO provided seeds and tools and UNICEF
gave non-food items, such as shelter materials at transit camps. When cholera outbreaks occurred at two of the
stations, WHO made sure medical supplies and personnel were available.

On their way home, the Dinka Bor drove a million-head herd of cattle right through Juba, southern Sudan’s
capital city, and across the bridge over the White Nile. As the men and boys braved landmine-ridden roads
with their livestock, the UN and IOM cared for the women, children and elderly, and IOM provided barges
down the Nile. As they completed the last leg of their journey to their spiritual home in Bor, UNHCR assisted
their move to rural areas.
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- Joint programming continued in areas such
as supply and logistics, telecommunications,
IT and combating sexual exploitation. 

- Efforts will intensify on joint programming,
focusing on increasing primary school
enrolment and retention of girls, reducing
malnutrition and decreasing the risk and
burden of HIV/AIDS, especially for orphans
and vulnerable children.

“Smart School for Smart Kids” in
Nicaragua is a joint project of WFP and
UNICEF, funded by the company Cargill.
WFP is responsible for food aid, rain water
collection systems, portable water filters,
fuel efficient stoves and cooking utensils.
UNICEF is in charge of quality of
education, micronutrient supplements
and communication activities. 

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND

CULTURAL ORGANIZATION (UNESCO)
- WFP cooperates with UNESCO to promote

education, particularly for girls, through its
school feeding programmes. In 2005, the
organizations collaborated in 11 countries
on 13 projects. The largest areas of
cooperation were food for education, literacy
and numeracy activities, and advocacy. 

- Possible sectors for increased collaboration are
HIV/AIDS education with a focus on girls’
education, life skills training and HIV
prevention, and intensified cooperation on
the management and evaluation of school
feeding activities.

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (WHO)
- In 2005, WFP and WHO collaborated in

42 countries on 69 projects, mostly focusing
on public health, food for education, HIV/AIDS
and technical assistance.

- Current cooperation with WHO focuses on
nutrition strategies which improve education,
health and nutrition. Together, the organizations
are exploring how school-based services
(especially de-worming) can be better linked
to school feeding. 

- WHO and WFP have made a formal commitment
to collaborate on activities related to nutrition and

HIV/AIDS to ensure that treatment programmes
include the nutritional support needed for patients
to get maximum benefit from the drugs. 

JOINT UNITED NATIONS PROGRAMME ON

HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS)
- WFP is a co-sponsor of UNAIDS. In 2005, the

agencies collaborated in 26 countries on
36 projects. While HIV/AIDS was the main area
of cooperation, there was additional collaboration
on relief food assistance, school feeding and
technical assistance. Cooperation is particularly
strong in southern Africa. 

- WFP assumed the role of lead agency for nutrition
and dietary support of people with HIV, providing
guidance and assistance to national governments
and the other nine co-sponsors of UNAIDS. 

UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

(UNDP)
- In 2005, the agencies collaborated in 46 countries

on 71 projects. Main areas of partnerships
included relief food assistance, assessment,
re-settlement, and mother and child health
and nutrition projects. 
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For further information, please contact:

Inter-Agency Affairs Branch
External Relations Division (PDE)
Tel.: +390665132016
Fax: +390665132795
E-mail: ExternalRelations@wfp.org
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collaboration were HIV/AIDS, primary schools,
and mother and child health and nutrition. There
has been a significant increase in cooperation
as a result of reciprocal posting of staff in Rome
and Washington. 
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world’s first humanitarian insurance pilot project,
designed to protect Ethiopia from the potential
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guidelines for poverty reduction. 
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in 14 countries, mainly in relief food and
technical assistance, advocacy, assessment
and preparedness activities. 

- Last year, WFP and ICRC implemented the
agreement signed in 2004, sharing assessment
information and carrying out joint assessments.
The procedure for loaning commodities –
which is often vital to both organizations’ ability
to respond to emergencies or breaks in food
supply – was also clarified. 
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assistance.
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